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and if you add two more things, I think that you complete very
nearly the programme of non-co-operation. I have not a shadow
of doubt that your Act permits you to remain non-violent and to
spread the gospel of non-violence throughout the Salem District
or throughout your town and I am sure also that your Municipal
Act does not prevent you from promoting Hindu-Muslim unity.
Then the last two things and temperance can best be promoted
by concentrating our attention upon swadeshi and though I see
more progress in swadeshi in Salem than elsewhere in the Madras
Presidency I am not at all satisfied for all you have done for
swadeshi. I do not know whether the councillors have religiously
carried out the gospel of swadeshi in their homes. I do not
know whether the councillors have qualified themselves for swadeshi
propaganda by becoming themselves accomplished spinners. I
have a suspicion that in all your municipal schools you have not
yet made spinning compulsory, I invite you to follow the example
of the Municipality of Lahore for prescribing khaddar dress for all
municipal employees, and you know what the introduction of spin-
ning-wheel and khaddar means to your town. I assure you that
it adds 25 per cent to the total income of the town. I know that
you are a great weaving centre and if the Municipality will do its
duty it can easily persuade the weavers not to touch the Japanese
or any other foreign yarn and so you have a great programme of
swadeshi which no act that can possibly be devised by the Madras
Government can prevent you from following and you can copy the
example of the Thana Municipality to undertake picketing liquor
shops for yourselves and if you have sufficient funds you can devote,
also like the Thana District Board, certain amount to the Congress
Committee and the Khilafat Committee for picketing liquor shops.
After all, our movement is one of self-purification and searching
self-respect. There are other ways in which we can perform both
these processes and I feel sure that the Salem Municipality will
not remain behind in self-purification and assertion of self-res-
pect, and I thank you once more for your address*
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